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The aim of this study was to assess the effect of operant conditioning with positive
Reinforcement on the reactivity of Nellore heifers. An operant conditioning protocol
was applied to 195 Nellore heifers with 24 months. The reinforcement was realized
once a week during four weeks consisting of a delivery of supplement after the animals
have been conducted by the corral. The reactivity tests were applied just before and
after the conditioning period, recording: 1) movement inside the crush (MOV), from 1
(no movement) to 5 (frequente movements), 2) tension in the crush (TEN), from 1
(relaxed) to 4 (very tense) and 3) flight speed (FS), recording the speed at which an
animal exit of the squeeze chute. Statistical analyses were done using Paired t Test for
FS and Wilcoxon test for MOV and TEN. All variables were affected by the operant
conditioning protocol (P >0.01). MOV: from 2.44+0.87 to 2.08+0.66, Z = -4.85; TEN:
2.60+0.66 to 2.43+£0.62, Z = 2.61; and FS: 4.06£1.04 to 2.83+0.63 m/s, t = 14.58,
showing a strong indication that the animals were less reactive to handling after the
conditioning. We conclude that the operant conditioning had positive effect on heifers'
temperament.



